RWSC

Regional Wildlife Science Collaborative
for Offshore Wind

WHY REGIONAL COLLABORATION?

Federal agencies, states, and offshore wind
companies are each funding wildlife data
collection and research in U.S. Atlantic waters.

Ensure that data collection and research
methods and products (i) meet the needs of
decision-makers, (ii) are scientifically sound, (iii)
standardized, and (iv) made available for use
as soon as feasible or appropriate to inform
and improve decision-making.

Many species will interact with multiple
offshore wind developments over time. Need
to understand potential ecosystem effects and
explore broader and/or consistent options for
mitigating impacts.

Facilitate progress toward state renewable
energy goals, federal offshore wind targets,
and U.S. Ocean Climate Action Plan
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Integrated Science Plan for Offshore Wind, Wildlife, and Habitat
in U.S. Atlantic Waters

The RWSC Steering Committee, state and federal government agencies, offshore wind
companies, environmental nonprofits, and RWSC's host entities—the Northeast Regional Ocean
Council and Mid-Atlantic Regional Council on the Ocean with the Coastal States Stewardship
Foundation—collaboratively developed the Science Plan with the research community to inform
future offshore wind and wildlife data collection and research.

RWSC is serving as a coordination hub for offshore wind research to increase collaboration,
limit redundancy, suggest common data standards, and increase data sharing and
transparency.

The Science Plan describes data and research needs for the larger community, whether
funded by the RWSC or not.

The Science Plan provides a framework for the RWSC Steering Committee when making
decisions on what projects to fund via the RWSC.

Visit the
Science Plan q

https://rwsc.org/science-plan website
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